Hazard ratios (HR) with 95% confidence intervals (CI) were calculated using Cox proportional hazards regression models with follow-up from index date. As described in the statistical section of material and methods, the complete dataset (cases and controls) was analyzed not taking the original matching into account. Instead, adjustment was made to account for the matching (case/control status (applies only for the complete dataset), age, month of serum sampling, and health examination).
We also analyzed the complete dataset as a matched cohort study utilizing stratified Cox proportional hazards regression models. Originally, the dataset consisted of 2216 strata with one prostate cancer case and one control in each. However, the statistical power was considerably affected by the fact that there were no deaths in many strata. We therefor collapsed similar strata by randomly selecting the first case and included all cases and controls with similar values on the matching variables into the same strata. This was repeated with the next case (not included in the first stratum) and continued until all cases and controls were included. In this way, the number of strata was reduced to 852. As the random order of the cases influenced this proses, the whole procedure was repeated, and this time the number of strata was reduced to 870.
In Table S1 below, the results from the ordinary Cox proportional hazards regression (column A) and the stratified Cox proportional hazards regression by the first sampling (column B) and the second sampling (column C) are displayed. As can be seen, the results are similar, but the 95% confidence intervals are narrower for the ordinary Cox analysis. 
